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Court Language: The beauty of
Thai language

The Royal Institute, the Min-
istry of Culture, the Public Relations
Department and other organizations
announced 2007 as the Year of Thai
Language to honor His Majesty the
King's 80th Anniversary. The cam-
paign aims at promoting correct
uses of Thai language, especially the
Court Language or rajasap.

People nowadays often mis-
use some Royal diction. Assoc. Prof.
Nandha Khunpakdee, former lecturer
at the Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn
University, provides some examples

with the correct words.
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Phraya Boran Rajathanin:
Contributor to Ayutthaya Ancient
City

Phraya Boran Rajathanin
(Porn Dejakupt) is best known
among the people of Ayutthaya for
his renovation of the former capital
of Thailand. He was first moved from
Bangkok to Ayuttthaya as an
official of the Ministry of Interior in
B.E. 2439.

He was appointed lord
lieutenant of a circle of Ayutthaya
in B.E. 2449. Phraya Boran knew
every corner in Ayutthaya as he had
walked through the ancient city in
his study to restore it. He also
brought other development to
Ayutthaya, e.g. infrastructure,
transportation, public health and

culture.
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Species first found in Thailand

A tropcial, monsoon country,

Thailand is blessed with a variety

of trees. The country abounds with
more than 15,000 species. Many
of them were first found in Thai-
land and some are endemic.

Dr. Piya Chalermklin, di-
rector of Agricultural Technology
Department, Thailand Institute
of Scientific and Technological
Research, introduced some of the
species first found in Thailand and

where to find them.
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Healthy food from indigenous
vegetables
Modern Thais become sick
due to changing lifestyles and
over-consumerism. Thai ancestors
created many foods that are both
tasty and healthy, full of vegetables
and herbs. Many indigenous vege-
tables contain medicinal substances.
For instance, Dok Kare, which
is often steamed and eaten with fish
dipping sauce, can prevent fever.
Dok Kare is full of vitamins A, B1
and C, and minerals, e.g. calcium,

phosphorus, iron and beta-carotine.
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Ancient spindle whorl

Spindle whorls, or wae in
Thai, were used thousands of years
ago, when men stopped wander-
ing and established villages. They
learned to spindle fibers from trees
In Thailand,

spindle whorls were found in many

to make clothes.

shapes and sizes. They were made
from many kinds of materials, e.g.
stone, wood, bone, steel and

earthware.
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A ballooning market for helium

Helium is used by the aero-
space industry, for advanced
medical imaging, cryogenics, and
of course, to make children smile.
ExxonMobil's helium business
showcases how the company is
turning a natural gas coproduct into

a thriving business.
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