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Sokun: Royal Tonsure Ceremony
The tonsure ceremony used to
be one of the important ceremo-
nies for Thai people as it marked
the end of childhood for Thai chil-
dren who became teenagers, 11
(for girls) and 13 (for boys).
While the tonsure ceremony
for lay people was simply called
"Kon Jook," and lasted for 1-2
days, the Royal tonsure ceremony
for children of the Royal family
called "Sokun" was more elabo-

rate and lasted 7 days.
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Sichang Island

Koh Si Chang, or Sichang
Island, has a special place in the
history of the Chakri dynasty. Its
remaining link to Royalty can be
seen in the names around the
island where almost everything is
named after members of the Royal
family of King Chulalongkorn.
Some of the roads, buildings,
bridges, parks and temples are
named after high-ranking officers
who contributed to their construc-
tion. Other sites were named
after precious stones.

King Mongkut admired the
island for its fresh and clean
air, which he believed contributed
to the long lives of the people
who lived there. The face of
Sichang Island changed consid-
erably during the reign of King
Chulalongkorn as it became a
busy port and one of the gate-
ways to Siam. After Prince
Vajiravudh (who would later take
the throne as King Rama VI)
stayed on the island for over eight
months to recover from an iliness,
Sichang became the most popu-
lar place for convalescence for

members of the royal family.
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Esso Challenges 2009 Students:
Dream Weavers

Esso Club joined 47 Esso
Challenges Internship students in
the presentation of educational
materials and audio-visual
equipment to four schools in
the remote Dan Chang District,
Suphan Buri Province.

A training program for junior
university students, the "Esso
Challenge 2009 - Innovative
Internship" Program is organized
by Esso (Thailand) Public Com-
pany Limited to give the students
an opportunity to gain business

exposure before graduation.
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Queen Saowapa Pongsri's
Benefaction to Girls' Educa-
tion

Queen Saowapa Pongsri was
a half-sister and queen of King
Chulalongkorn (Rama V), and
mother of both King Vajiravudh
(Rama VI) and King Prajadhipok
(Rama VII). In 1897, Queen
Saowapa became the first female
Regent of Siam during King
Chulalongkorn's tour of Europe.

Queen Saowapa promoted gen-
der equality and empowering
women through establishment of

many girls' schools in Thailand.
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Innovative Technology Could
Commercialize Challenging
Gas Resources

Brilliant ideas sometimes
strike the mind with the force of
a lightning bolt. But the idea that
an ExxonMobil scientist had for
a revolutionary natural-gas
processing technology drifted into
his thoughts like gently falling
snowflakes.

Reminiscing about his college
days at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology during a
wintertime walk by the Charles
River, Jaime Valencia recalls, "In
the coldest winters in Boston,
there were times when the river
would freeze completely and
snow would accumulate on top
of it. More often though, the river
was only partially frozen, and the
snow that landed on the water
simply melted and flowed down-
stream. That observation became
a key element in the development
of a novel idea Robby Denton [co-
inventor of the technology] and |

were pursuing.
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